


 

 

August 8, 2024 

 

Via Email  

 

Kentucky Public Service Commission  

P.O. Box 615  

211 Sower Blvd.  

Frankfort, KY 40602-0615 

 

Re: No. 2024-000129  

Dear Public Service Commission Members: 

We are writing on behalf of the Bluegrass Land Conservancy to provide our 

organization’s official comments on the solar project proposed by East 

Kentucky Power Cooperative (EKPC) in Fayette County. 

The Bluegrass Land Conservancy (BLC) was established in 1995 and is a 

community supported non-profit, accredited land trust working to conserve 

irreplaceable farmland in the Bluegrass Region. BLC currently holds 165 

easements in 19 Kentucky counties, conserving over 33,000 acres of farmland 

on more than 160 farms across the Bluegrass region. These conserved lands 

include over 27,000 acres of prime farmland soils and soils of statewide 

importance. In Fayette County, BLC holds 17 donated conservation easements 

conserving nearly 2,400 acres of productive farmland. 

The EKPC proposal would establish a utility scale ground mounted industrial 

solar facility on 387 acres within the Rural Service Area of Fayette County, 

setting a dangerous land use precedent that would adversely impact farms 

throughout the county by allowing an industrial use within an agricultural zone. 

Lexington Fayette County has a long history of protecting rural land for 

agricultural use dating back at least as early as 1958 when Lexington adopted 

the first urban service boundary in the United States. The community wide 

commitment to conserve rural land for agricultural use has continued through 

numerous subsequent comprehensive land use plans, ordinances and programs. 

The Bluegrass Land Conservancy has worked with the Lexington Fayette 

County government for decades to conserve farmland in Fayette County by 

helping establish and implement the Fayette County Purchase of Development 

Rights program which to date has conserved over 32,000 acres of Fayette 

County farmland for agricultural use.  

 

  
 

 
  

 
  

 
   

 
  

  
  

  
   
  

  
   
  

    
   

    
  
   

   

 
  
   
  

  
  
   
  

  
  

    

 
  

  

         

 

  

        

 

 





Founded in 1995, Bluegrass Land Conservancy is a community-supported, nonprofit, accredited land trust
working to protect land in the Bluegrass Region of Kentucky through permanent conservation easements.
We seek to ensure a future where the region’s distinctive soils, cultural heritage, scenic vistas, natural
resources, and farms are preserved for future generations.  Thanks to increasing community support, the
Conservancy has permanently protected over 32,000 acres.

 

 
  



 *Denotes Served by Email                                         Service List for Case 2024-00129

*L. Allyson Honaker
Honaker Law Office, PLLC
1795 Alysheba Way
Suite 1203
Lexington, KENTUCKY  40509

*Aaron D Reedy
Hurt, Deckard & May
The Equus Building
127 West Main Street
Lexington, KENTUCKY  40507

*Brittany H. Koenig
Honaker Law Office, PLLC
1795 Alysheba Way
Suite 1203
Lexington, KENTUCKY  40509

*Chris Adams
East Kentucky Power Cooperative, Inc.
4775 Lexington Road
P. O. Box 707
Winchester, KY  40392-0707

*Honorable David J. Barberie
Managing Attorney
Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government
Department Of Law
200 East Main Street
Lexington, KENTUCKY  40507

*Dennis G Howard II
Howard Law PLLC
740 Emmett Creek Lane
Lexington, KENTUCKY  40515

*Heather Temple
Honaker Law Office, PLLC
1795 Alysheba Way
Suite 1203
Lexington, KENTUCKY  40509

*Honorable Matthew R Malone
Attorney at Law
Hurt, Deckard & May
The Equus Building
127 West Main Street
Lexington, KENTUCKY  40507

*East Kentucky Power Cooperative, Inc.
4775 Lexington Road
P. O. Box 707
Winchester, KY  40392-0707

*Susan Speckert
Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government
Department Of Law
200 East Main Street
Lexington, KENTUCKY  40507




